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Specific Learning Disorder Checklist

Student Name:

Student Age:

Name of person completing form:

“Specific Learning Disorder” is now recognised as a single overall term for persistent difficulties in mathematics, reading, and written expression.  
These difficulties in reading, writing, arithmetic, or mathematical reasoning are observed to be well below the average range and significantly interfere with academic achievement, occupational performance, or activities of daily living. 

NB: This checklist is not a diagnostic tool but provides information about a student’s behaviour. Read each phrase below and mark the response that best describes the individual’s behaviour. Please add comments below each item relating to observations of the student.
Specific Learning Disorder with impairment in reading includes possible weaknesses in:

1) Word reading accuracy

2) Reading rate or fluency

3) Reading comprehension
· Experiences difficulty distinguishing between similar sounds 
· Shows weak articulation skills and verbal expression

· Grammar skills are quite weak 
· Unable to follow oral discussion and take notes
· Difficulty with oral language, uses lots of interjections and hesitations (umm, uh, well... )
· Confuses words and letters 
· Often loses place when reading, requires finger tracking 
· Difficulty when silent reading, needs to mouth words or whisper when reading 
· Doesn't enjoy reading
· Reading is slow and deliberate 
· Lots of word substitutions, omissions and invented words 
· Cannot skim or scan for pertinent information
· Cannot re-tell parts of the story, prediction skills are weak
· Uses vague, imprecise language and has a limited vocabulary Uses poor grammar or misuses words in conversation
· Mispronounces words frequently
· Confuses words with others that sound similar or are  similar-looking words (e.g., beard/bread)
· Has difficulty rhyming
· Has difficulty understanding instructions or directions
· Has difficulty recognising and remembering sight words
· Confuses Reverses letter order in words (e.g., saw/was)
· Demonstrates poor memory for printed words
· Has weak comprehension of ideas and themes
· Has significant trouble learning to read
· Has trouble naming letters
· Has problems associating letter and sounds, understanding the difference between sounds in words or blending sounds into words
· Guesses at unfamiliar words rather than using word analysis skills
· Reads slowly
· Substitutes or leaves out words while reading
· Forgets a lot of words and can't often remember what he/she was going to say 
· Not interested in listening to stories, audio tapes, songs and a variety of listening activities 
· Doesn't enjoy participating in class discussions and rarely raises his/her hand to respond 

Specific Learning Disorder with impairment in written expression includes possible weaknesses:
1. Spelling accuracy

2. Grammar and punctuation accuracy

3. Clarity or organisation of written expression

· Rarely enjoys writing and responds negatively to written activities 
· Experiences difficulty when copying instructions from the board 
· Rarely completes written assignments 
· Expresses ideas in a disorganised way and is difficult to follow 
· Punctuation and grammar is weak and often missing
· Spelling is weak 
· Letters and/or words are often reversed
· Demonstrates delays in learning to copy and write
· Writing is messy and incomplete, with many cross outs and eraser marks

· Has difficulty remembering shapes of letters

· Uses uneven spacing between letters and words, and has trouble staying ‘on the line’
· Spells poorly and inconsistently (e.g., the same word appears differently other places in the same document) 
· Has difficulty proofreading and self-correcting work
· Has difficulty preparing outlines and organising written assignments
· Fails to develop ideas in writing so written work is incomplete and too brief
Specific learning disorder with impairment in mathematics includes possible deficits in:
1. Number sense

2. Memorisation of arithmetic facts

3. Accurate or fluent calculation

4. Accurate maths reasoning

· Rarely sequences numbers, equations and formulas appropriately 
· Unable to perform 'mental maths' 
· Computations are usually inaccurate 
· Many careless errors, often chooses the wrong operation 
· Difficulty understanding mathematical concepts 
· Rarely uses mathematical terms appropriately both orally and in written work 
· Does not remember the maths facts 
· Cannot do mathematical word problems
· Has difficulty with simple counting and one-to-one correspondence between number symbols and items/ objects
· Difficulty mastering number knowledge (e.g. recognition of quantities without counting)
· Has difficulty with learning and memorising basic addition and subtraction facts
· Has difficulty learning strategic counting principles (e.g. by 2, 5, 10, 100)
· Poorly aligns numbers resulting in computation errors
· Has difficulty estimating (e.g., quantity, value)
· Has difficulty with comparisons (e.g., less than, greater than) 
· Has trouble telling time 
· Has trouble conceptualising the passage of time
· Has difficulty counting rapidly or making calculations
· Has trouble learning multiplication tables, formulas and rules
· Has difficulty interpreting graphs and charts
Most frequently displayed symptoms of a specific learning disorder:

· Short attention span

· Poor memory

· Difficulty following directions

· Inability to discriminate between/among letters, numerals, or sounds

· Poor reading and/or writing ability

· Eye-hand coordination problems; poorly coordinated

· Difficulties with sequencing

· Disorganisation and other sensory difficulties

 Other characteristics that may be present:

· Performs differently from day to day
· Responds inappropriately in many instances
· Distractible, restless, impulsive
· Says one thing, means another
· Difficult to discipline

· Doesn’t adjust well to change
· Difficulty listening and remembering
· Delayed speech development; immature speech
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