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Communication Disorder

Central Auditory Processing Disorder Checklist

Student Name:

Student Age:

Name of person completing form:

CAPD affects an individual’s ability to receive and/or express language.
An auditory-processing deficit is the inability to interpret, organise, analyse, or synthesise a verbal message in the absence of a hearing impairment. 
Individuals with Auditory Processing Disorder often do not recognize subtle differences between sounds in words, even though the sounds may be loud and clear. 
These kinds of problems are more likely to occur when a person is in a noisy environment or when he or she is listening to complex information. 
Read each phrase below and mark the response that best describes the individual’s behaviour. Please add comments below each item relating to observations of the student.
NB: This is not a diagnostic tool but provides information about a student’s behaviour.

Family & Developmental History
· Has a history of recurrent or on-going ear infections. 
· Has a family history of speech or language disorders or learning difficulties. 
Does the student frequently demonstrate any of the following problems with expressive language?
· Does not speak fluently or articulate clearly.
· Has difficulty answering open-ended questions.
· Uses poor vocabulary, sentence structure and grammar usage

· Displays illogical flow of stories or ideas and responds inconsistently and inappropriately in conversations. 
· Seems distracted or unable to sustain attention when receiving verbal messages.
· Has difficulty finding words to express themselves. 
· Prefers the use of gestures and facial expressions to words. 
· May speak with words out of order or muddles sentences.

· May speak in oversimplified short sentences with difficulties in syntax (e.g. ‘dog eat’ instead of ‘dog is eating’). 

· Mispronounced words, especially long words.
Problems with other language tasks?
· Cannot associate sounds with their written symbols

· Tends to spell words phonetically (eg. spelling 'fire' as 'fier')

· Reads slowly and has poor reading comprehension

Problems with Listening
· Has difficulty locating a sound source.
· Has difficulty listening when there is more than 1 person talking.
· Has difficulty hearing in a noisy background.
· Is slow to respond to verbal questioning.

· Is very sensitive to loud noises or feels uncomfortable in noisy places.
· Fails to follow instructions, ask or answer questions and needs to hear instructions more than once. 

· Has severe difficulty comprehending muffled or unfamiliar speech.
· Is suspected of having a hearing loss even though hearing is well within the normal range. 
· Finds it difficult to hum along with a tune. 
· Confuses similar sounding words and misinterprets verbal messages.
· Has difficulty making sense of distorted speech signals. 
· Often asks for repetition or clarification (e.g. may often say ‘huh?’ for more information).
· May often ask for instructions to be repeated. 
· Has difficulty understanding the emotional status of a speaker. 
· Has difficulty making sense of what others are talking about. 
· Often misunderstands what others have said. 
· Has difficulty following spoken instructions especially multi-step directions. 
· Has difficulty following and participating in conversation or discussion.
· Does not understand the tone of voice, has difficulty comprehending a spoken message based on (rhythm, syllabic stress and intonation) aspects of speech. 
Phonological Awareness 
· Has difficulty in speech-sound discriminations.
· Does not appreciate rhymes.
· Has difficulty blending sounds together.
· Has difficulty manipulating the sounds in words.
· Has difficulty applying phonetic skills in reading and spelling. 
High-order processes: Attention, memory and learning. 
· Diagnosed as having attention deficit disorder. 
· Is easily distracted by noises.
· Has a short attention span. 
· Has difficulty focusing during conversations. 
· Forgets information that is easily heard.
· Is delayed in learning to talk. 
· Has difficulty in acquiring correct grammar especially for second language. 
· Gets tired of listening and tunes out after a while. 
· Performs better in a one-to-one setting. 
· Has difficulties taking notes in class. 
· Has difficulty with dictation, reading and spelling.
· Has poor musical ability. 
· Appears messy and disorganised. 
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